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TourIna Box is a multimedia, interactive tool used to map a series of destinations
that narrate a personal experience.

Using audio recording, maps and artifacts the user tells a story that can be
passed on and experienced by another user. Packaged in a box the
personalized experience is easily passed on through mail or in person. What the
user chooses to map and whom they choose to share it with is entirely
subjective. As a blank canvas, TourIna Box offers an insight to times and places
that might never be shared otherwise.

Motivations:

Landmarks, communication, storytelling, interpretation, curiosity
Goals:

Map a series of destinations.
Share a personal experience.
Create a tool used to document unique destinations that can be passed on to
multiple users.
Have users create unique themes or narratives.

Venn Diagrams and Charts:

Integrated Prototypes:
1. Interactive Map built in processing:

2. Interactive program showing different types of communication. Built in
processing:

3. Interactive Wiki. People can read, edit and post tours using this Wiki. The
idea was to create a collaborative place where information could be shared.
http://tourinabox.wetpaint.com/

Look and Feel Prototypes:
1. Multimedia Tour:
Artifacts, notes, sounds and images are compiled to create an overall
interpretation of each location on the Tour. Below is an example of the former
“Empire Roller Rink”, which is now closed.
“This place is old and run down. The paint is bright green. People keep walking
by without giving it a glance. I imagine this place was packed on Friday and
Saturday night. The music must have spilled onto the streets.”

2. Tour card:
This is the same idea as the box, but it is specifically built for a bike. Resting on
the handlebars it can be easily updated and looked at. Once it is finished it can
be mailed the same way the box can.

3. Tour vest:
This vest functions the same way as the box, but it adds another personal factor
because it is worn. Once the person is done with it they pass it on to another
user who will use it to lead them on the tour the previous user did and/or create a
new tour.

Role Prototype:
1. A group of people collaboratively work together to build a tour. Each person
has a particular tool they use to capture an experience at each location.

\

Final prototype:
1. Tour in a box:
An interactive box that is used to collect information that is needed to lead
someone on a tour. A map, sound recorder, drawing tool and artifact pocket are
included. The box can be easily transported. Once all the information is collected
the box can be passed on (via mail or in person) to another user, who can go on
the same tour, alter it or make an entirely different tour of their own. They can
then pass the box on again. With each passing the box will change and be a
completely different interpretation of the tour before it.

Prior Projects:
1. Unique Everyday Experiences

http://www.urbanistan.org/
“A team of urban adventurers exploring and experimenting with the
connections between people and the physical and the informational
dimensions of our cities."
2. The colors of NY

http://stadtblind.org/
“Stadtblind presents “Part I” of The Colors of New York, premiering an
experimental short film combining documentary photography and a
musical score composed from sounds recorded of the city’s
streets.Stadtblind is an international non-profit art, design and planning
collective dedicated to transforming the perception of urban experience.”

3. The City Reliquary

http://cityreliquary.org/aboutus/archives/cat_overview.shtml
“Our museum collection displays thoughtfully arranged artifacts of New
York City’s rich history, which entice viewers to learn more about the five
4. Festivals:
Come out and Play festival
Hide and Seek festival
Electric picnic
Conflux festival

5. Tour based projects:
Google maps
The Urban memory project
Outside.in
Community walk
Yellow arrow
Bed Stuy Restoration Corporation

User Testing:
First User test:
I was the first user test. I made a tour of various locations in Crown
Heights and east Flatbush, Brooklyn. Most of the places I found randomly
and know little about. Some are abandoned or recently closed down. My
main objective was to create a tour of interesting places that were once, or
still are very important to the communities that surround them.

New Life Tabernacle
1476 Bedford Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11216
Old Building that is now used as a church. The architecture is intricate. I
am not sure what it was originally used for.

Empire skate Rink
200 Empire Blvd
Brooklyn, NY 11225
This roller rink closed down in 2007. Since 1941 it was used 7 days a
week for roller disco, skate lessons, community events, parties and more.
Generations of people grew up going there. Contrary to the popularity of
the spot and how highly functional it was, the community could not hold
onto it. The building is now empty.

NY State National Guard Armory
1579 Bedford Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11225
I can't figure out what this Armory is used for. I assume it is a homeless
shelter, but I saw no evidence of that.

Former stadium for the Brooklyn Dodger's
Bedford Ave & Sullivan Pl
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Ebbets Field, former home of the Brooklyn Dodgers. The stadium was torn
down by 1962 and an apartment building was built in its place.

Sears Roebuck and Co.
Bedford Ave & Beverly Rd
Brooklyn, NY 11226
Art deco Sears building. Seems to be one of the headquarters maintained
with its original architecture. Behind is a shopping mall which includes a
sears. This is the back of the building. It cannot be seen from the
entrance.

Lowes Kings Theater
1027 Flatbush Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11226
"All of the 5 original Loew's Wonder Theaters, except for the Loew's Kings,
are either renovated or being maintained as churches. The Loew's Kings
has been left to rot which is perhaps New York City's most shameful act of
neglect towards an irreplaceable landmark building."

Empty building
Bedford Ave & Church Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11226
This looks like an abandoned factory, but I cannot tell for sure.

Murals
Church Ave & Rogers Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11226
These murals cover the side of a deli on the corner of curch Ave. and
Rogers Ave. They are portraits of some African American icons that
changed history.

Kings County Hospital
New York Ave & Parkside Ave
Brooklyn, NY
The back of this hospital faces Parkside Ave. It is a HUGE building and
very old architecture. Looking down Parkside avenue the building looks
monumental.

Morris J. Goldmeck Inc.
Spice factory
960 Franklin Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Walking by this building you will smell amazing spices. The smell hovers
on this part of the street all day and night. The company imports spices
and distributes them locally.

Second "Tourina Box" user test:
My second user is 28, female and has lived in NYC for 8 years. She used
it to create a tour for her Brother, who has never visited her in NY. It tours
the places she has lived around NYC since she moved here in 1999. The
box includes artifacts, voice recording and maps. Here is her interpretation
of "TourIna Box":

Third User Test:
My third user is 28, male and has lived in NYC for 3 years. He used it to
create a tour of where Barack Obama lived and worked when he lived in
NYC in the 1980’s.

Future Directions:
1. Collect data from “TourIna Box” in a website or book format to share in
a more public way.

2. Design “TourIna Box” for a mass user audience so it could be sold for
retail uses such as real estate advertisement or scrapbooking.

Conclusion:
I am pleased with the outcome of the user testing for TourIna Box. In each
example the box was used to create an entirely different narrative. The sound
recording worked well as an introduction to the contents of the box. Having the
map in the form of a book worked well for the users. Providing a limited number
of artifact baggies caused the user to consider the limitations and choose items
accordingly.
Moving forward I hope to develop this project so it can be accessible to a larger
user group. Compiling each use of the box and presenting it in the form of a
book or website is what I am most eager to do. The idea has potential to grow in
a couple different directions. I look forward to exploring the next stages of
TourIna Box.

